Session 17: CRCPD Overview
Part 1: CRCPD’S Role in Emergency Preparedness: Consistency, Partnerships, and
Resources

Kimberly Steves (ksteves@kdheks.gov; 785-296-4359)

Abstract:

State radiation control programs have the responsibility of assuring the safety of the public from
unnecessary radiation, including preparation for and response to radiological incidents and other
emergencies. For states that have nuclear power plants within their borders or within the 10-mile
emergency planning zones, states provide teams for offsite emergency planning, assessment,
detection, and radiological assistance to local government. In all states, homeland security and
preparedness for other radiological emergencies has become an important role for radiation control
programs. The Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors (CRCPD), an organization
whose membership consists primarily of directors and staff of state, territorial and local radiation
control programs, provides many activities to maintain consistency and minimize guidance
development time for states. In the areas of homeland security and emergency response, CRCPD
provides operational guidance, tools and models for emergency planning, outreach to and
collaboration with federal agencies and other organizations to support emergency preparedness,
and responds to changes in federal guidance and to emerging issues. Information on state
resources and mechanisms for obtaining those resources in an emergency are also important
functions of the organization. The ability to include volunteer assistance from other radiation
professionals and partnering with other organizations will improve states’ capability to prepare for
and respond to radiological emergencies. This presentation provides an overview of the support
provided by CRCPD to federal, state, and local governmental organizations for their radiological
preparedness efforts, including guidance documents, tools, planning models, outreach, education,
and a network of partners and volunteers.
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Part 2: CDC-CRCPD Roundtable on Communication and Teamwork: Keys to a Successful
Radiological Response

Frieda Fisher-Tyler (frieda.fisher-tyler@state.de.us; 302-744-4944)

Abstract:

In an effort to help prepare the nation for a public health threat involving nuclear/radiological
incidents, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Conference of Radiation
Control Program Directors (CRCPD) sponsored the “Roundtable on Communication and
Teamwork: Keys to Successful Radiological Response” in June of 2008. The purpose of the
roundtable was to bring together representatives from state and local public health agencies and
radiation control programs with representatives from professional organizations to: increase
awareness and understanding of their responsibilities for preparing and responding to radiological
incidents; strengthen communications and improve working relationships among participating
organizations; and share information on available resources. Participants included experts in the
broad fields of health physics, hospital preparedness, epidemiology, public health preparedness,
risk communication, psychology and emergency medicine. Participants represented federal
agencies, state and local health departments and professional organizations. Short presentations
about each organization were followed by a scenario discussion designed to elicit ideas from the
participants regarding the role of public health during a radiological emergency. It was followed by
a presentation on the roles of public health during a radiological emergency and examples of
successful collaboration. Facilitated discussions were used to 1) identify gaps, capabilities and
strategies; 2) identify ways to strengthen communication; 3) list challenges to both internal and
external coordination relative to radiological response; 4) provide short term solutions to
communication issues, and provide a list of organizations they could partner with or add to their list
of initial contacts; and 5) provide short- and long-term strategies to continue the newly developed
partnership. The purpose of this presentation is to provide an overview of the roundtable focusing
on information gained from the roundtable, including short- and long-term actions to follow.
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