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Erroll G. Southers is the Associate Director for educational programs at the U.S. 
homeland security Center for Risk and Economic Analysis of Terrorism Events 
(CREATE) at the University of Southern California (USC) and an Adjunct Professor of 
Terrorism and Public Policy. He is the former deputy director of the California Office of 
Homeland Security, appointed by Governor Schwarzenegger, and responsible for the 
oversight of counterterrorism policy and national pilot programs. Mr. Southers’ 
experience includes counterterrorism studies in Israel, at the invitation of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Israeli Defense Forces’ Home Front Command. He is a former 
FBI Special Agent assigned to matters of counterterrorism, foreign counterintelligence, 
and a member of the Bureau’s SWAT Team.  He is a former Santa Monica Police 
Department detective, member of the Rio Hondo Police Academy faculty and tactical 
staff, and a court-qualified gang expert. As an authority on the protection of cultural 
properties, he ascended to the level of Assistant Vice President at the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art. Mr. Southers is A Certified Institutional Protection manager and 
is certified in homeland security by the American College of Forensic Examiners 
Institute. He is a consultant to numerous international firms and regularly featured in the 
media as an expert on matters of counter-terrorism and infrastructure protection. Mr. 
Southers is a Senior Fellow of the UCLA School of Public Affairs and a Next Generation 
Fellow of The American Assembly at Columbia University. He earned his Bachelor of 
Arts degree at Brown University and his Master of Public Administration at USC. 
 


